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Common 
language 

school wide 
for good word 

choice 

“Successful adolescent students in content area 
classrooms share a common characteristic:                

They have rich academic vocabularies!” 
-Antonacci & O’Callaghan 

 



Three magic words  
to show students are  

interacting with the material: 
 

In the text… 
  The author says… 

  During the lab… 
  In the problem… 
  In the passage… 



inspired by this 
novel and Corbett 

Harrison on 
writingfix.org 

A Creative  
  Lesson Assessment 



So Much  
Depends Upon 
 
Multiplying by 
Scale Factor 
 
To Make 
A Model 
 
Of Anything 
You Choose 
 

So Much  
Depends Upon 
 
Safety in 
Dillion’s Class 
 
Come with  
All Ten 
 
Leave with 
All Ten 
 



Conference 
ISU 
Teachers 
Innovation 
Collaboration 
 
  

Sycamore Educators Day is an annual 
conference for teachers and administrators 
to share, inspire, and learn.  



Roll an 8?    
  Write an 8 

 word sentence 
 about the most 
 important thing. 

Roll a 2 and a 6? 
  Write 2 key 

 terms and a 6 
 word sentence. 



-Identify a recently studied person or topic. 
 (lifecycle of a chick, process of digestion, factors 

leading up to a war, integers or algorithms in a math 
word problem) 

-Have students write from one perspective to 
another member of the process, problem, etc. 

-Identify what you will (and won’t) look for in 
each section. 

 



BEFORE 
 
DURING 
 
AFTER 



-smekenseducation.org 
 
-Building Content Literacy: Strategies for the 

Adolescent Learner by Sejnost & Thiese 
 
-Developing Content Area Literacy by 

Antonacci & O’Callaghan 
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