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Why Use Digital Textbooks 

• Cost of paper textbooks getting too high 
• Ability to customize books for each end-user 
• Advanced tools such as highlighting, word 

definition, text-to-speech, etc. 
• Ability to edit and update books without any 

cost or at a lower cost 
 



What Devices Can Educators Use? 

• Amazon’s Kindle Series 
• Barnes & Noble’s Nook Series 
• Apple’s iPad, iPhone and iPod Touch 
• Various Android-based device tablets and 

phones that can run e-reader software 



What Software Is Used? 

• Two popular e-reader operating systems are: 
• Apple iOS 
• Android 
Both operating systems can run multiple e-reader 
software packages such as Kindle, Nook, Borders 
and free e-book programs. 

 



Current Offerings of E-readers 

Source: http://osxdaily.com/2011/09/28/compare-ipad-2-kindle-fire/ 



Creating and Managing E-Books 

• Software titles such as Calibre or Lulu.com will 
allow anyone to create a book and even 
distribute, share and sell them. 

• Sites like Flat World Knowledge are allowing 
experts to share their digital textbooks 
 



Calibre E-Book Manager 
Calibre can import PDF, ePub and even search multiple sources for free or other e-books 



Lulu.com 
Provides a method to publish and sell your e-book even on iTunes 



Other Publishing Methods 

• Any program that create a PDF or ePub can be 
uploaded to an e-reader. Most e-readers use 
these common formats 



Publishers Providing Free Textbooks 

 – Flexbooks 
  –  

State of California 

http://www.ck12.org/flexbook/�
http://www.clrn.org/fdti/�
http://www.flatworldknowledge.com/�


Trends in Digital Textbooks 
• Keep watching as more publishers support 

digital textbooks and more states adopt them 
• Open Source Textbooks like free software will 

become more popular and available. 



E-Reader Demonstration 

 
Pass around the e-readers and 

 feel free to ask questions  



Questions & Thank You! 

If you wish to participate in any of my research 
please contact me at: 
 
Jim Johnson, Director of IITS 
Email: jim.johnson@indstate.edu 
Phone: 812-237-2921 
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