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8:00-8:45 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:45-9:00 a.m. 
University Hall Theater

Welcome

Kandi Hill-Clarke, Dean, Bayh College of Education

9:00-10:00 a.m. 
University Hall Theater

Keynote Address: Teaching is a Passion Project

Melanie Beaver
West Vigo Middle School

10:00-10:15 a.m. Break

10:15-11:15 a.m. Session I  
(Concurrent Sessions)

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Atrium

Lunch

12:30-1:30 p.m. Session II  
(Concurrent Sessions)

1:30-1:45 p.m. Break

1:45-2:30 p.m. 
University Hall Theater

Afternoon Address: It's A Wonderful Life 
Todd Whitaker, Professor of Educational Leadership
Bayh College of Education

2:30-2:40 p.m. Alumni Affairs and Scholarship Drawing
Rex Kendall, Director, Alumni Affairs

2:40-3:00 p.m. 
Registration Table

Graduate Fair
Pick up Professional Growth Plan (PGP) Certificates
Drop off conference evaluation
Pick up a Sycamore Educator free gift

Agenda
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Keynote and Afternoon Addresses

It truly is a great time to be a teacher, but it’s an even better time to be a stu-
dent.  Our profession is under siege from all fronts, but let’s choose to insulate 
ourselves from the negativity on behalf of our students who need us to be real, 
relevant, and remarkable. If we remember that teaching is a passion project, 
we can leverage that vision toward student success.  Let’s work hearter, not 
harder, and celebrate all that remains special about what we do. 
Melanie teaches 7th grade language arts at West Vigo Middle School 
and online teacher education courses at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods Col-
lege. She is a 2013 WTHI-TV Golden Apple Award winner, the 2012 
Indiana VFW Middle School Teacher of the Year, and a 2010 recipient 
of the Lilly Endowment Teacher Creativity grant.  She has been a con-
sultant for Indiana K-12 public schools on topics including content area 
literacy, motivating middle school writers and readers, and using Twitter 
to personalize professional learning.  She serves on the Bayh College of 
Education’s Advisory Council at ISU, is a member of Pi Lambda Theta 
Honor Society for Educators and the Wabash Valley chapter of the 
Indiana Reading Association. Melanie is a three-time Sycamore, having 
earned her Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction in 2012.

Teaching is a Passion Project
Melanie Beaver

It’s a Wonderful Life
Todd Whitaker

Remember when it was so exciting to go to work you would tingle? Do standardized tests, dealing 
with the same old kids, paperwork, and administration have you down? Do you ever have the 
"How many more days of school until vacation blues?" Here is a chance to get you and your 
entire school revitalized, reenergized, and maybe even resuscitated! Included in this motivational 
presentation are ideas to help your entire faculty rekindle those feelings of why they chose education. 
This session will provide strategies to help educators recharge their batteries by reminding them that 
education really is a wonderful life. 

Todd Whitaker has been fortunate to be able to blend his passion with his career. Recognized 
as a leading presenter in the field of education, his message about the importance of teaching 
has resonated with hundreds of thousands of educators around the world. Todd is a professor of 
educational leadership at Indiana State University in Terre Haute, Indiana, and he has spent his 
life pursuing his love of education by researching and studying effective teachers and principals. 

Prior to moving into higher education he was a math teacher and basketball coach in Missouri, 
and still holds a school record for most wins in a season at one of the high schools where he 
coached. Todd then served as a principal at the middle school, junior high, and high school 
levels. He was also a middle school coordinator in charge of staffing, curriculum, and technology 
for the opening of new middle schools.

One of the nation’s leading authorities on staff motivation, teacher leadership, and principal effectiveness, Todd has written 24 
books including the national best seller, What Great Teachers Do Differently. Other titles include: The Ball, Dealing With Difficult 
Teachers, Teaching Matters, Great Quotes for Great Educators, What Great Principals Do Differently, Motivating & Inspiring 
Teachers, and Dealing With Difficult Parents. 
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Session I

10:15 - 11:15 am

102 The Secret Solutions to School Improvement 
Ryan Donlan and Todd Whitaker 
Drs. Donlan and Whitaker will share the Secret Solution to School Improvement through a celebration of what 
makes for better leadership, teaching, and learning in our nation's schools.

107 Taking Back the Profession: Data-Driven Instruction for Teachers 
Larry Tinnerman 
Strategies providing teachers the ability to effectively collect and utilize formative assessment to empower 
teacher decision making..

110G Teaching Resources for Today's Teachers 
Jodi Southard 
Do you need new inspiration into your teaching? Enter the world of teaching blogs, Teachers Pay Teachers, and 
Pinterest for Educators. See what teachers today are doing in their classrooms.

207 Online Learning Communities: The Social Nature of Learning Through Writing 
Janelle Oxford and Susan Gubelman 
A writing exchange between high school students and pre-service teachers became an opportunity to develop an 
online learning community that served as a catalyst to spark enthusiasm in the classroom.

208 Massive Open Online Course Development for Responsive Web Design and the Application of the CAIRE Model 
Yadi Ziaeehezarjeribi, Gabriel Grant, and Casey J. Burk 
In this presentation, the audience will be introduced to the concepts of MOOC, Course Development for 
Responsive Web Design, and the application of the CAIRE Model (Ziaeehezarjeribi, 2012) to examine the 
effectiveness of experiential learning for online activities which require students to demonstrate the ability to 
design and develop instructional material, with an emphasis on implementing theoretical models of practice.

209A Differentiating with UDL and Technology 
Rebecca Hinshaw 
Discover ways that Universal Design for Learning (UDL) can be used to differentiate instruction. Example 
technology supports for the three brain networks will be discussed. 

212A Purple Power! Passionate About My 6 Traits Themed Classroom 
Angela Foster 
Participants in this session will see how great writing is celebrated in my 6Traits classroom. 

313 Go Deep! Thinking Critically Through the Use of Socratic Seminars 
Christina Walker 
Using Socratic Seminars to create a class environment that facilitates the critical analysis and discussion of 
topics in order to help students broaden their awareness and embrace global thinking. 

325 Life by PowerPoint – Creating and Using Effective Visuals in the Learning 
Will Barratt, Jordan Smith, Jennifer Monarch 
This fun and engaging presentation, based on research and best practice, will help participants learn how to use 
PowerPoint more effectively. 
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 Session II

12:30 - 1:30 pm

102 Let’s Alleviate Writer’s Block in the Primary Classroom 
Kim Kesler and Terri Hammond 
Let’s face it, teaching writing is difficult. This session will show educators how the 6 Traits tools will make this 
task easier. Join me and jump on the energy bus of writing.

107 Celebrating Diversity Through Culturally Responsive Teaching 
JaDora Sailes 
In many learning environments cultural discontinuity exist between students and staff of all walks of life. There 
is a cultural mismatch between many of the students’ cultures and the culture in the classroom, which in many 
cases causes communication gaps between students and teachers in diverse settings. This training will define 
and demonstrate how culture and cultural competency are salient issues in educating diverse learners. The 
participants in this training will have the opportunity to determine how cultural competency impacts teaching 
and learning. The presenter will demonstrate teaching strategies that teachers can use the next day.

110G Terrific Tools for Teaching 
Beth Whitaker 
The session will focus on simple tools to make your teaching more engaging and organization more efficient. 
These unique tools will facilitate student engagement and content differentiation.

207 Just Because They Can Doesn’t Mean They Should: Emerging Research on Multi-tasking and Learning 
H. Scott Davis and Susan Frey 
This session will reveal new information about multitasking and will provide an overview of recent research 
that strongly suggests multitasking may be taking a toll on individuals’ working, short term, and long term 
memories. 

208 College and Career Ready? What Does This Entail and How Do We Achieve It? 
Leah Nellis, Linda Maule, Leslie Stultz, Melissa McMullen, Leslie Wetzel, Abby Cleghorn, Derrick Bowman, 
Libby Maher, Bonnie Bolinger, Terry McCammon, Kelly Stout 
Join fellow educators and administrators from secondary and post-secondary institutions for a text-based 
discussion of David Conley›s 2012 brief titled "A Complete Definition of College and Career Readiness."

209A Internet Safety for Schools 
Jim Johnson 
Educators, parents, and students need to be aware of online safety. This session will discuss basic safety and best 
practices for using the Internet. 

212A Delightfully Different Differentiation 
Ryan Donlan 
Dr. Ryan Donlan will share a delightfully different method of classroom differentiation by introducing the Pro-
cess Education Model (PEM), with communication techniques targeted to student personality and motivation.

313 PLN4PD (Personal Learning Networks for Professional Development) 
Tim Boileau, Terry McDaniel, Bobbie Jo Monahan 
This session will provide tips and tools for building digital literacy using personal learning networks.
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