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Indiana-NCA CASI     Spring  2009

	It’s Early Bird Registration Time!

     Register now for the 2009 NCA Fall Conference to be held October 5-6 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel (downtown Indianapolis) and get the early bird fee of $175. 

     This event features two internationally known keynoters and 54 breakout sessions over a variety of classroom, school and district improvement topics.   

     Bob Sullo, an educator best known for his works Activating the Desire to Learn, Inspiring Quality in Your School:  From Theory to Practice, and The Inspiring Teacher:  New Beginnings for the 21st Century, will be the keynote speaker on Oct. 5, after which he will conduct a breakout session.  On Oct. 6, Rick Wormelli, whose publications include Differentiation:  From Planning to Practice Grades 6-12, Fair Isn’t Always Equal: Assessing & Grading in the Differentiated Classroom and Summarization in Any Subject:  50 Techniques to Improve Student Learning, will deliver the keynote address followed by a breakout session.  

     Fax back registration forms will be e-mailed to all NCA schools and districts in April and may also be found under Conferences at www1.indstate.edu/coe/nca.

	
	NCA Summer Institute:  

                         Transforming the Classroom
     Using quality techniques and tools to create an exciting learning system is the focus of the NCA Summer Institute June 15-17 at Noblesville High School.

     Jeff and Jacquie Burgard will facilitate the three-day training that is geared to enable participants to use these strategies when they return to their districts and schools.  Jeff, a teacher and author of Continuous Improvement in the Science Classroom, worked with Lee Jenkins, a noted expert in systems thinking and reform.  Jacquie has used Quality Principles in her work in business and with schools. 

     “This training is appropriate for all grade levels and all schools, especially those that are interested in a systemic approach to improving teaching and learning, observed Leslie Ballard, Indiana NCA Director.  “Participants will really be able to use what they learn from the Burgards.” – they were so well received at last year’s Spring Conference, we are thrilled to have them back.”

     The registration fee for NCA-accredited school is $300, which includes breakfast, lunch and snacks each day, materials, four poster-sized charts/graphs, and a one year subscription to web-based toolkits.  

     To register, click on Conferences at www1.indstate.edu/coe/nca download the fax back registration form and information about area hotels.  The deadline for registration is June 1.

     “If you can attend only one event this spring or summer, the Summer Institute should be it!” stated Ballard.




	From the State Office…

     The Indiana NCA hopes that your school year has been a successful one.   We have continued to look for ways to assist our schools and are happy to report that NCA schools have already done the Response to Intervention (RtI) needs assessment if they have completed their Standards Assessment Report.  Last October we sent the SAR/RtI crosswalk to all principals and superintendents, and it is also included in the RtI Guidance Document. 

      AdvancED recently announced a new fees structure beginning in 2009-10.  Secondary fees are unchanged but elementary fees have increased as all schools now pay the same fees.  Schools involved in District Accreditation pay a lower fee.  An e-mail was sent to all superintendents and principals announcing this last month.  If you did not receive such an e-mail, you may want to check your Demographic Page at www.advanc-ed.org.

   In the March/April issue of Phi Delta Kappa’s The Edge, while speaking about the reauthorization of ESEA, Doug Christensen, Nebraska Commissioner of Education, said “the center of the enterprise is the classroom, not somewhere else.  So, I would use the school improvement model of some kind.  NCA CASI (North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement) is a good place to start.”

   I would like to remind you that if you need any assistance with your school improvement efforts, we are here to help you.  Please contact us at 800-468-7405. 

  I hope to see you at the Summer Institute,

   Leslie 
	Accreditation Fee Structure Updated for 2009-10

AdvancED has provided NCA CASI, SACS CASI and CITA accredited schools an updated accreditation fee structure for the 2009-10 school year.  The structure, approved by the AdvancED Accreditation Commission and the Board of Trustees represents the same fees and in some cases a decrease in fees for almost all categories of schools as compared to the 2009-10 fee structure.  

NCA CASI/SACS CASI Annual Accreditation Fees Effective 2009-10
School

Annual Accreditation Fees

Schools in the AdvancED District Accreditation model

$550

Schools in the AdvancED School Accreditation model

$625

Postsecondary, Distance Education, Corporations, and Education Service Agencies

$2,000*

International Schools (schools located outside the U.S., including CITA and Latin America)

$2,000

* Education Service Agencies that operate schools pay $550 for each agency-operated school.  Accredited corporate centers/schools pay $550 per center/school.

Your annual fees help the state office provide you with:  quality assurance review visit coordination and support, customized technical assistance, web-based reporting, professional development, publications, best practices, school improvement support, resources and tools, and ongoing maintenance of our international list of accredited schools/districts used by state departments of education, ministries of education, the military, higher education institutions, scholarship programs, and parents/students around the world.

Accreditation fees and the costs of accreditation activities may be eligible for funding through federal school improvement funds, as accreditation is seen as a formal school improvement function.  Schools and districts may wish to check with district or state officials who oversee the allocation of federal funds for clarity as to how to access this resource.  

Schools and districts will receive their invoices for 2009-10 accreditation fees in April.  Payment is due by July 31, 2009.  Should you have any questions related to the new fees, please contact us at 800-468-7405.



	Meet Indiana’s Excellence in Education Winners

     The winners of this year’s AdancED Excellence in Education Award for Indiana are Kenna Jones, a Yorktown High School teacher, and Maureen Stafford, Director of Instructional Programs and Assessment at the School Town of Munster.

     Jones is described as a “strong teacher-leader who has done an excellent job of generating a common vision for higher expectations among our students, staff, and community members.   Mrs. Jones also serves as a true community role model for both students and staff.  Her passion for education, her desire to help students and staff succeed, and her commitment to our AdvancED efforts make her the consummate educator and an ideal person for this award.”

     “Mrs. Stafford brings a unique blend of professionalism, purpose and personality to her work.  She constantly works to create the best learning environment possible for students.  She encourages teachers to bring innovations to their classrooms and enthusiastically supports all professional development opportunities.  She also believes that teachers are excellent resources for faculty and encourages teacher-directed workshops and in-services,” according to her letter of nomination.

     Both winners will be honored at the Indiana NCA Fall Conference on October 5 prior to the keynote address.  
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	KEYS Online:  A Great FREE Data Source for Districts

     KEYS Online, a NEA initiative that includes a high quality web-based survey and resources, is available in Indiana to NCA accredited districts whose teachers are affiliated with ISTA.  The survey allows districts to address issues systemically throughout the district as well as at the building level.  

     KEYS gives districts an objective and reliable way to gather data from teachers, administrators, support staff, parents and community members.  Districts receive thorough result reports very quickly, which also facilitates their data based decision making and prioritizing.

     Because KEYS and the AdvancED standards are based on the same research, this alignment allows districts to use KEYS as a way to gather data for the SAR or as a way to monitor their progress in between Quality Assurance Review visits.  The RtI needs assessment is also aligned to the AdvancED standards, so KEYS can also provide information for the assessment.    

     Indiana NCA provides support for districts throughout the process from the informational sessions for leadership teams and staff to a data interpretation training session prior to looking at the results.  NCA personnel will also serve as coaches for districts as they work with the results and resources.  

     To view the survey and sample reports, go to www.keysonline.org  For more information or to schedule an informational webinar, contact Leslie (800-468-7405 or lballard1@isugw.indstate.edu)

	2009-2010 Professional Development from NCA

The 2009-10 Indiana NCA Professional Development Calendar that will be mailed to all schools and districts in May that will provide details about the workshops below.   Because many schools are still struggling with meeting standards 1, 4, and 7, we will offer workshops and webinars dealing with those areas as well as continuing to schedule Meeting the New Standards, Improving Schools workshops, which are geared to helping schools understand the new process and prepare for the Quality Assurance Review visit.  

Workshops

Standard 1:  The Shared Vision and Its Role in School Improvement

Standard 4:  What’s It For?

Standard 7:  Commitment to Continuous Improvement

Meeting the New Standards, Improving Schools

Secondary Reading Strategies and Assessments

District Accreditation:  An Introduction

Systems Thinking

Webinars

District Accreditation Overview

KEYS Online

School Improvement Series 

Indiana Department of Education Updates


	
	

	Congratulations to our Century Schools!

The following schools are celebrating 100 years of NCA accreditation:
Frankfort High School

Goshen High School

Huntington North high School

LaPorte High School

Mishawaka High School

Mt. Vernon High School (Mount Vernon)

New Castle Chrysler High School

Rushville Consolidated High School

Union City Community High School

Washington High School (Washington)


	School Improvement Chairs or Co-Chairs:  
Earn CRUs or College Credit for Your Work

Chairs or co-chairs of your school improvement team may earn CRUs from the Indiana Department of Education or graduate college credit from ISU for their work.  

For information about the CRUs, go to http://www.doe.in.gov/accreditation/cru.html.  You may contact Phil Roth at proth.doe.in.gov if you have any questions.

Those interested in 1 hour of graduate credit from ISU may earn that credit during either summer term.  Register first with the Office of Graduate Studies (grstudy@isugw.indstate.edu).  The course for Summer Term I is Individual Study Education 32313– ELAF 690-001 (assignment due July 1st) or Summer Term II is 41384-ELAF 595-201 (assignment due August 3rd).  The requirement is to write a 5-6 page reflective paper about your work as a school improvement chair or co-chair.  Contact Leslie for more details at lballard1@isugw.indstate.edu or 800-468-7405.  Registration begins March 30 and ends April 24.


	Congratulations to Our Newly Accredited Districts!

Carmel Clay Schools

Crown Point Community School Corporation

MSD Pike Township

Seymour Community Schools

South Madison Community School Corporation
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