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Happy New Year! 

We hope 2010 will be a great year for you.  We 

know that schools are facing financial challenges 

right now, and NCA is committed to continuing to 

provide schools with on-site technical assistance as 

well as top notch professional development at low 

cost.   Remember the finding of the first Impact 

Study:  Accreditation can become your school 

improvement process!  So call on us if you need 

any assistance.  In the following articles, you will 

find some free resources as well as a great free 

school improvement tool. 

 

For Questions or Comments please email Rhonda.Beecroft@indstate.edu or call 800-468-7405 

Indiana E-Network 

Download these excellent free resources 

 Using data instructionally poses a challenge for many schools.  

The What Works Clearinghouse has recently published Using Student 

Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision Making, which 

offers some sound practices in using data effectively.  To download, 

click on http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practiceguides/

dddm_pg_092909.pdf 

 Improving Adolescent Literacy is a major push throughout the 

United States and is a major goal of most Indiana middle and high 

schools.  To download Time to Act:  An Agenda for Advancing      

Adolescent Literacy for College and Career Success from the         

Carnegie Corporation, click on www.carnegie.org/literacy/tta/pdf/

tta_Main.pdf 

 Two other excellent resources on this topic are What            

Content-Area Teachers Should Know About Adolescent Literacy  

(www.nifl.gov/publications/pdf/adolescent_literacy07.pdf) and       

Improving Adolescent Literacy:  Effective Classroom and Intervention     

Practices (ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practiceguides/

adlit_pg_082608.pdf) 

 Having issues with your dropout rate?  The What Works    

Clearinghouse also has a helpful publication on Dropout Prevention 

that describes some successful approaches to addressing this problem.  

To download, click on ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practiceguides/

dp_pg_090308.pdf  

2010 Spring Conference 
Those who have attended Dr. Bob Greenleaf’s 

conference sessions or workshops say it is an 

experience not to be missed.  We hope you 

will be able to join us on March 4th to learn 

how to improve teaching and learning in your 

school.   The registration fee of $100 covers 

all materials, breakfast and a snack. Registra-

tion forms are available at www.indstate.edu/

coe/nca or call us at 800-468-7405, and we 

will send you one. 

Through AdvancED/NCA CASI, accredited schools and districts enjoy       
a range of  benefits. These are affordable and have an impact on student 
achievement. These benefits include: 

 

 A distinctive mark of  quality, recognized internationally, that affords 
external recognition of  the school's or district's commitment to quality. 

 Standards based on research concerning factors that impact student 
learning. 

 Proven, clear, and intuitive processes for continuous improvement 
that are grounded in best practices from the field of  education. 

 A framework and support system to help meet local, state, national, 
and appropriate international requirements. 

 Professional development opportunities such as annual conferences 
and state workshops on all aspects of  school improvement. 

 An opportunity to gain valuable input, validation, 
and support from peers. 

 Connection to peer-recommended practices, 
best practices, and resources and tools across 23,000 
public and private schools 

 Customized and technical assistance to maxi-
mize improvement efforts. 

 Access to guides, handbooks, primers, resources, 
tools and Web sites aimed at enhancing improvement efforts. 

 Transferability of  credits to students from school to school. 

 Greater accessibility for students to federal loans, scholarships, post 
secondary education, and military programs that require regional          
accreditation. 

 Perhaps more importantly, students benefit from accreditation because, 
through the process, their school or district has committed to raising    
student performance and is committed to improving student learning on 
a continual basis. 

10 Benefits of Accreditation for 

Your School and District 

Over 93% of schools and 

districts responding to  

AdvancEDôs recent survey 

shared that they believe 

meeting AdvancED 

standards makes their 

school or district better. 

2010-11  

Quality Assurance 

Review Visits 

Schools who will be having their Quality Assurance Review visits next 

year will be receiving a letter and e-mail later this month with information 

about the visit and a request for dates. 

Want good feedback from your staff, parents 

and community but donõt have enough time 

and money to do it well?   
 

Districts whose schools are all NCA-accredited and whose 

teachers are ISTA-affiliated have the opportunity to use KEYS 

Online, a survey that is top quality, easy to administer and 

FREE!  Surveys of this caliber typically cost several thousand   

dollars per school, so take advantage of this wonderful school 

improvement tool.  Contact Leslie (800-468-7405 or               

Leslie.Ballard@indstate.edu) for more information or to     

schedule a webinar for your district. 

Share your best practice and save money! 
 

The focus for the NCA Fall Conference is on showcasing successful 

practices going on in Indiana schools.  We have already received some 

excellent proposals and are excited to have Kim Bearden (co-founder 

of the Ron Clark Academy) and Tom Guskey as our keynoters.  We  

invite you to share your school improvement success story with your 

colleagues at next year’s event on Oct. 4-5, 2010 and get a special  

registration fee of $50 (for one presenter). 
 

The Call for Proposals can be found at www.indstate.edu/coe/nca or 

call 800-468-7405 and we will send you one. 
 

 Please return it no later than March 1st . 

2010 AdvancED Conference:  Register 
Now! 
 

The education challenges of today require forward thinkingéJoin us in Atlanta, 
Georgia for the 2010 AdvancED Conference where we will share ideas, practices, 
and strategies that provide solutions for meeting the challenges of today and offer 
insight into the education world of tomorrowéBeyond the Horizon!  This yearõs 
conference program is highlighted by general sessions featuring world renowned 
thought leaders, performers, and personalities including: 

 Critically acclaimed comedy troupe, Wavelength  
 Senior NPR correspondent and regular panelist for Fox News 

Sunday, Juan Williams  
 Student singers from Atlantaõs own internationally recognized 

Ron Clark Academy  
 Veteran CNN correspondent Sachi Koto as Mistress of         

Ceremonies for the closing Awards Reception and Gala  
 

Be sure to go to www.advanc-ed.org/conf2010 for conference details and            
registration.  Register by February 1, 2010 to take advantage of discounted          
registration fees: 

$450 before February 1, 2010 
$475 February 1 ð April 16, 2010 
$500 at the conference 

Donõt miss the òmust attendó education event of the year!  
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