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(''Home S t re tc h", continued from page 1) 

the tab le fro m all stake-holder groups , including adrnin ­
istrutors from Terre Haute North Vigo and Sou t h Vigo 
High Scho ols . From those discussions flowed a deeper 
u nders tanding of th e needs and goals of each stake­
holder group. Th e first fruit of this labor was a pilot 
progr am that blends the needs of the children in the 
host school with th .- goals and experiences desired for 
teacher educ a tion ca nd ida te education . Th e Mi ddle 
Scho ol Read ing Suppor t p rogra m pi lot ed at Sarah Scot t 
Middle Sc hool allows 1ST' teache r educa tion ca ndida tes 
in early fie ld ex periences to tu tor r eadin g wi th a t -ri s k 

"... all future teachers, regardless 
of their licensure area, will need 
to have the skin s to contribute to 
the needs and improvement plans 
of the schools that employ them." 

sc hoo l ch ildre n. The colla bora t ion grew out of the re cog­
nit ion that all future teachers, regardless of thei r licen­
s ure area, will need to have: the skills to contribute to 
the needs a nd improvement plans of the schoo ls th at 
employ them. 

Th e Redes ign Team also generated a program revision 
proposal dur ing those: party meetings, wh ich was re­
viewed by conte n t area faculty across ca mpus, including 
fac u lty delive ri ng od ucational psychology courses . Dur ­
in g 2006 -2007 , the: 'I'c a m attempted to address feedback 
to th e proposa l as wel l as re fine coor dination and assess ­
ment ac tiviti es . But deeper understa nding of the lev el 
of collabora tion neede d across th e stakeho lde r group s 
led the Team to sc ra p th e proposa l in favo r of a new ap ­
proach . Building on the succe sses of t he middle school 
pil ot , the Team is proposing a clinical semes te r model 
that would more closely coord inate professi on al se ­
quence, content methods course s a nd fie ld experiences 
whi le ma king th e need s of t he hos t teacher a nd cla ss ­
room the ce ntra l focus of the educationa l expe rience for 
candidates . 

The mos t recent half-d ay retrea t set th e Tea ms on th e 
closing s tr e tch of re des ign. Facul ty involved in 5-12 pro­
gr a ms are plan ning' a pilot of the clinical se mes ter in fa ll 
2007 involvin g s t udents in mathematics ed ucation. 

"...making the needs of the host
 
teacher and classroom
 

the central focus of the educational
 
experience for candidates ,"
 

Similar pilots are bei ng planned for fam ily a nd consumer 
scie nce and for soc ia l sc ience education for spr ing 2007. 
All-grade facu lt y (art , mu si c, physical education, teach ­
ing Engl ish as a nr-w langu age) a re workin g to des ign 
cli nica l expe r ie nces tha t coord inate wit h un iqu e needs of 
their teache r ca nd idates a nd host s ites . Teachers a nd 
facu lty will spe nd the s um me r desi gning host teache r 
t ra ining a n d the s t ude n t curricu lum. 

The la s t p iece of the redesign is "profess iona liza t ion" 
experience for s tude n ts from fres hman year to student 
teaching. The Team will turn it s e nergy in fall to desi gn ­
ing lea rni ng comm unities , professi on al se mi nars a nd 
topics modules tha t will integra te stude nts interes ted in 
teache r ed uca tion soo ne r into coho rts a nd prep a re the m 
for en t ra nce in to the program. Coordination a mo ng t he 
s ta ke holder s has reached a new level of unders tand ing 
a nd s ha red visio n that will make these a mbi t ious pl a ns 
poss ible . _ 
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